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Our dear Family and Friends,
I have often read Psalm 86 and applied it to my prayer time.  The psalmist’s deep reflections proclaiming God’s character have always touched me.  I like especially verse 5, which says: “O Lord, you are so good, so ready to forgive, so full of unfailing love for all who ask your aid.” (NLT) I love how it talks about how we, His children, can enjoy His goodness, love, and mercy moment by moment.  Here are some of the ways God has demonstrated His character since our last update.
In February, I was diagnosed with three myomae in my uterus, a cyst in my right ovary and a thick uterus lining. So in the third week of March, I had a fractional curettage, a uterus scraping, and a biopsy of the tissues. Before the procedure, my blood pressure went up. We were overwhelmed by God’s goodness as friends prayed and sent financial support. The procedure was successful, and the biopsy, negative for atypical cells. I could not do household chores or climb stairs for a month, but God used that time so I could rest physically and reflect.  
While in the hospital, I shared the room with a Christian mother who had delivered her second baby inside a running jeep! Four hospitals had refused to admit her because she had no money and because of her complicated medical history. (When her first son was delivered caesarean, she almost died of eclampsia). The Lord answered her prayers for strength; she gave birth without professional assistance, and in a very uncomfortable place! Unfailing love for all who ask His aid, indeed!

In April, ministry leaders Camille Ramos and Denise Santiago graduated from college. Camille experienced His goodness when she was accepted in one of the medical schools in Manila. Denise is now reviewing for the chemical engineering board examination in November.

Last May, He again demonstrated His unfailing love by providing me with the fare to attend the Asia campus conference in Indonesia. It was also encouraging to hear about His goodness in the lives of staff from Indonesia and Korea.

The highlight of the conference for me was listening to Jim Downing, a personal friend of Dawson Trotman. In his talk on Walking with God, he said: “Justification is not only God forgiving. It is more. It is God forgetting the sin, as if it didn’t happen. When God forgives, it is as if the sins didn’t exist.” He added, “Guilt feelings of past failures lead to inadequacy…Guilt is catering to a bruised and wounded ego. It is not the Holy Spirit who gives us guilt or makes us feel bad, it is ego… Pride is top in the hierarchy of sin. It is preoccupation of self. The worst kind of pride is preoccupation with failures…The path to a clear conscience is a poor memory [of those failures.]”
These thoughts continued to haunt me in July, as we attended a retreat which dealt with “Befriending and Embracing Our Emotions.” I was reminded of what God did for me last year, dealing with my anger over painful past events. It was a difficult process, as I recounted to you in my last update, and guilt feelings over that process strained my relationship with God. One of my prayers during the retreat was for God to renew my relationship with Him. And He did, in a very special way. 
A strong storm came on the first night of the retreat. The next day, I found a nest lying on the ground. Winds must have shaken it from a tree during the night. I picked up the nest and checked if there were eggs inside. My heart sank when I saw six newly hatched chicks. They had not even grown feathers yet, and their eyes were still closed.  I put the nest under a small plant to protect it from the rains. My heart wept for the mother bird, which must have been frantically looking for the nest and her chicks. I prayed that the chicks would survive the storm, and that the mother bird would find the nest. 
The following morning, I was thankful to find that the chicks were still alive, but there was no sign that the mother found them. I was sad to see the chicks’ helplessness. I was sad that I couldn’t help them. Without the warmth of the mother bird, I knew they would die from the cold. On the last day of the retreat, the chicks all died. 
As I was reflecting on what the Lord was trying to say, the thought of burying the dead chicks came to me. I dug a grave for them with a heavy heart. While doing so, two words rang in my mind: “Let go.” 
The chicks were dead. I felt sad, but I have to let go of them.  Suddenly, it dawned on me that like the dead chicks, my guilt feelings and unforgiving spirit needed to go. I had been holding on to them, and couldn’t allow God to have control over them.  God then reminded me, that just as He was in control of the storm, the falling of the nest, and the death of chicks, He is very much in control of my own life. And guilt was one of the biggest areas where I needed to acknowledge His control.  The worst kind of pride is preoccupation with failures, as Jim Downing said.  God reminded me that He had redeemed my sinfulness. I have been freed from it. 
As we ended the retreat, I thanked Him for His forgiveness, and for relieving me of guilt. And, having “let go” of that guilt, just like God told me to let go of the dead chicks, I found the renewal I asked God for.  By teaching me to let go, He has set me free!

We are always grateful for your love and concern. They are proofs of His goodness and unfailing love.








In Christ,









Glo (and Gene)



As you remember us, please pray for the following:





Praise God for the faithfulness of students who have been studying the Bible with us since last year. Pray that they will have deep passion for God and that the Lord will give them boldness in reaching out to other students.


We’re also encouraged by a similar commitment among the Sunrise tennis players; even on rainy days when they can’t play, they show up at the tennis courts for our weekly Bible discussion!  Please pray that they will all grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus (II Peter 3:10).


Once a week, we serve dinner and teach God’s Word to the tennis ball boys. Wanting to minister to them better, some of our Bible study students have been tutoring a few of these boys (they are OSYs: out-of-school youth), so they could qualify for high school. Pray that the Lord will help them understand the basic lessons in English, Math and Science.


Glo’s doctor is monitoring the size of her myoma and cyst. Please pray that they will shrink naturally, so she will no longer need surgery.


As the pressures of ministry surround us, pray that we can spend more quality time with God and one another.
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